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What to expect from Chengdu 
 

Chengdu is a fast growing 2nd tier city 

located in Sichuan a province in 

southwest China, famous for its 

panda’s and within China known as the 

place with “the most beautiful women 

in China”. Furthermore, Chengdu is 

within China best known for its cuisine, 

the Sichuan kitchen is spicy and 

produces the most delicious food in all 

of China.The people in Chengdu speak 

a local Sichuan Dialect which 

resembles mandarin. If you want to go 

about your everyday life without a too much hassle it is recommended that you learn some 

survival Chinese before you move to Chengdu, even though you can live without it, knowing how 

to ask basic questions makes your life a lot easier.  

If this will be your first time in China, then Chengdu can still give you quite a culture shock. 

Despite the fact that more than 14 million people live in Chengdu, it’s estimated that only around 

30.000 foreigners live in Chengdu. When you are walking on the street as a foreigner you tend to 

be easily spotted. This can make for some situations where people will ask you to take a photo 

with/of you or simply stare at you. Bear in mind that this generally does not happen downtown, 

but when you visit touristy areas or less international areas this can certainly be the case. 
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Chengdu To Do List 
Police registration 

Whenever you enter China or you change your current visa you are required to register with your 

local police station to let them know where you live. You can register by bringing the following 

documents to your local police station 

ǒ Your passport + copy identity details page (current visa & entry stamp) 

ǒ A copy of the landlord’s ID  

ǒ A copy of the Landlord’s proof of ownership  

ǒ Copy of the contract/lease 

Every time you enter China or your Visa Changes/gets extended, you need to re-register 

regardless whether you moved to a new apartment or not. 

Getting your WiFi and SIM card Sorted 

When you get an apartment WiFi is not always 

included. Therefore you first have to take some 

steps to get connected. To get WiFi you first have 

to choose which provider you take. To find out 

what provider is best for your apartment complex 

you can talk to the providers. What we 

recommend is to talk to the guard at your 

apartment complex and find out which provider 

has the best connection in your area. Next, you take your passport and go to a shop from your 

provider. Bear in mind that not all shops are able to assist foreigners, therefore you usually have 

to go to a slightly larger shop in the area. In China, most WiFi plans come hand in hand with a 

sim card with no extra Charge. This is especially convenient if you come to China for the first 

time and have no sim card yet. After you Selected a WiFi plan that is suited for you the provider 

will come to your home to install it either the same day or the day after. 
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Opening a Bank Account 

If you’re planning to stay longer than a month it is recommended to get a Chinese Bank account. 

Having a Chinese Bank account makes it easier to link your payment applications to your 

Alipay/Wechat and allows you to deposit money on it which allows you to use the wonderful 

applications China has to offer. To apply for a bank card you simply need to go to one of the 

major banks and bring your passport and have a phone number. Some banks may require you to 

bring additional documents such as your apartment lease or police registration form. When you 

have gathered all this, you can simply go to the bank, fill out the required documents and then 

pick up your shiny bank card and link it to your mobile wallets. 

Note, there are also Visa requirements which may not allow you to open an account at certain 

banks. Because regulations are constantly changing it is difficult to say what the current 

requirements are. Though the general rule is the shorter the duration of your stay, the more likely 

you will be denied from opening a bank account. 

To make deposits you can use international bank transfers and simply taking out cash from 

your foreign card and make a cash deposit into your Chinese account. 
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Purchasing Apartment Essentials 

Most Chinese apartments come pretty much barebones apart from furniture. Therefore you 

have some shopping to do when you move into your new apartment. You will most likely have to 

buy everything from Toilet paper to bedding. Here is a handy list of items that you should 

consider purchasing  when you move into your new apartment. 

- Bedding - Towel -  Toilet Paper 

- Pillows - Shampoo - Hand wash 

- Clothing hangers - Washing Detergent - Dishwasher Soap 

- Plates - Chopsticks/Utensils  - Pan(s) 

- Glasses - Drying Rack - Cups & Glasses 

Utilities 

Most apartment complexes require you to pre-pay the utilities. There is usually a machine 

outside your apartment which you can use to check how much money there is left or to charge 

more money. The amount that is required really depends on your use so there is no ideal 

amount to charge every time, generally a few hundred Yuan keeps the lights on for a few months 

in a one bedroom apartment. It is also possible that you have to settle all fees with the 

management office located in every living community. 

Public Transport 

Using the public transport in Chengdu is really convenient. In order to 

make things easy you can purchase a “Tianfu Tong” card at every 

“HongQi” shop. These small red convenience stores are located all 

over Chengdu. The card costs around 25 Yuan. You can use this card 

to conveniently to use the bus & metro without purchasing a ticket. 

You can put money in the card at the same HongQi shop as well as the 

subway stops. It is highly recommended to get a card even for shorter 

stays in Chengdu. Since it can save you from long lines at the ticket machines. 
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Virtual Proxy Network (VPN) 
In China you can access the internet just like any other country, However the difference lies in 

what websites you can access. In China the majority of websites you access on a daily basis are 

blocked by the so-called “Great Firewall of China” . Because most western people are dependent 

on certain websites and web services you can still access these by using a VPN this allows you 

to circumvent the great firewall and still access your favorite websites and services. A short list 

of websites that are blocked would be: All western Social media platforms, YouTube, Google 

services and pornographic websites. You can find an up-to-date list on the  Wikipedia page 

“Websites blocked in mainland China”. To still access these websites you can use a VPN. 

JNQPSUBOU!jg!zpv!ibwf!bo!jQipof!epxompbe!zpvs!WQO!cfgpsf!zpv!dpnf!up!Dijobʶ

Astrill VPN 

I personally use Astrill and find it the most reliable out of the three, it has 

many different servers and instant connection to all of them. It also offers 

China optimized servers.  

Qsjdf;!3:/:6%!Qfs!4!Npouit0!!4:/::%!Qfs!7!Npouitʶ

Express VPN 

ExpressVPN would be the largest VPN provider in China, from personal 

experience I have switched from Express VPN to due to its unreliability. 

It also has many different servers and moderate connection times 

Qsjdf;!23/::%!qfs!npoui0!6:/:7%!qfs!7!Npouitʶ

Vypyr VPN 

Vypyr is a slightly less popular VPN. However, it offers a free 3 day trial 

period. It has many different servers and is one of the better looking VPN’s. It 

is relatively stable and fast and competitively priced. 

Qsjdf;!:/::%!Qfs!Npoui0!71/11%!qfs!Zfbsʶ
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Useful apps in China 
WeChat Wallet & AliPay 

Requirements: None 

If you have a Chinese Bankcard you can make use of the WeChat Wallet and 

Alipay. Wechat wallet & Alipay are by far the most useful applications in China. 

You can pay with these virtual wallet everywhere, from the small noodle 

shops to the big brand stores like McDonald's. So how does it work? When 

you link your bank card to alipay or wechat you can send and receive money 

through the application. If you are paying at shops you can scan the code of 

the shop and send money directly to them or you can let them scan you to 

pay. You can also send and receive money between friends. For instance, if 

you want to split the bill.  Most of the following applications can only be used 

if you have WeChat or Alipay set up.  

Didi & Uber 

Requirements: WeChat Wallet/Alipay 

Didi and uber are both very convenient transport applications. Uber and Didi 

are used getting around Chengdu by car, you get picked up and dropped off 

at the destinations you selected. Both Applications are available in English 

as well as Chinese, However, if you can read and write Chinese I suggest you 

choose the Chinese version since it has slightly more functionalities.  

Amap 

Requirements: None 

Since Google Maps doesn’t work very well in China the go-to Chinese 

navigation app is called Amap. the downside is that the entire app is in 

Chinese. However, whenever you have an address you need to go to you can 

simply copy and paste the address into Amap and then you’re good to go. 
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